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From the Manse…
I thought I would update you all on a few things. 

Upcoming Sundays 

You can see in the table of worship services elsewhere in the 
magazine what is happening up until the end of June. I have 
found it refreshing and challenging going through the book of 
Revelation in our morning services. It has proved (why would 
I be surprised!) of striking relevance to our current situation 
and very effective in correcting our spiritual perspective. I 
trust you are finding that to be the case too. After the seven 
seals, we will return in June to the Book of Acts with a view to re-engaging 
with Revelation later on. We continue in 1 Corinthians at our monthly Sunday 
evening café style services. Note the main communion services on Sunday 
29th May and the Roberton communion service on Sunday 19th June. We also 
have the Kirking of the Cornet at St Mary’s on 5th June.  

Ministry student 

I have been asked by the Church of Scotland to take a second year ministry 
student from September 2022 to May 2023. Her name is Sarah Cook and she 
is based in St Boswell’s, undertaking her theology degree by distance learning 
with the Highland Theological College. Her placement with us will be part time 
alongside her studies. She was very positive when we met and as I explained 
all the different aspects of church life for her to get involved in. There will be 
more to report in coming months when the detailed arrangements are put in 
place. Meantime please pray for Sarah and this exciting development.  

Presbytery Plan 

The next key stage of this process is that two representatives of Presbytery will 
be meeting with our Kirk Session in June to discuss the draft plan as it affects 
our congregation. The draft plan will be circulated to elders ahead of that 
meeting. Please pray for this and the planning process as a whole which will 
have such a massive impact on the life of all Church of Scotland congregations. 

Your friend and minister 

  



Holiday club 2022
Can you help? 

 
Monday 8th – Friday 12th August 

There will be a meeting on Tuesday 24th May, 7-8pm in Teviot lounge for all 
those able to help—in any way—with the Holiday Club. If you can help but 
can’t make the meeting please let me know. 

Sheila Cook 

Flowers
Firstly, we express our thanks to Mrs Eileen Glendinning who retired as Flower 
Convener after 40 plus years of ensuring that the Sanctuary was always 
dressed with flowers, and that extra arrangements graced the building at 
special services. 

Mrs Joyce Tinlin has agreed to be the new Flower Convener. 

Due to the disruption caused by rules set out for dealing with Covid, we have 
not been distributing flowers, and of course when the church was closed, we 
did not have any. 

Some of our members had their “Special Sunday” when they liked to donate 
the flowers for a special reason.  If you would like to continue with this, or if 
you would like to donate the flowers on a particular Sunday, please speak to 
Joyce. Email dorwardshawick@gmail.com. 

mailto:dorwardshawick@gmail.com


If you previously delivered the flowers after the service and are happy to 
continue, or if there are any new volunteers, please contact Joyce or Pat 
Sutherland so a new rota can be made up. 

Megamix
There have been two Megamix gatherings since the last newsletter. 16 children 
and 2 teenage helpers came to our mini-Megamix Easter Special on Good 
Friday, 10am-12 noon. We enjoyed some ‘egg’ themed games including an 
Easter egg hunt in the Church. Our Thought for the Day was split into a Good 
Friday focus and an Easter Sunday focus with a DVD, quiz and craft for each. 
Give thanks that these children heard the true Easter story discovering that 
Jesus’ death and resurrection is indeed Good News! 

On in-service day, Tuesday 3rd May, we had our last Megamix before the 
summer. We had 23 children from 9am-3pm and had a great day of games, 
crafts, challenges and fun together! Can you guess the theme for our Thought 
for the Day from some of the crafts below?’ 
 



Jo told us about how Peter denied Jesus three times and then, after meeting 
with the risen Lord on the beach, was forgiven and given a special job to do to 
teach and care for Jesus’ followers once he was gone. We rounded off the 
afternoon with a Great British Biscuit-Off! Each group was challenged to 
produce six sheep, six fish and six ‘3’s’ identically decorated biscuits! We hope 
that these and the other crafts will remind the children of the Bible story and 
as they show them to their folks at home, maybe their parents too may hear 
something of God’s love and forgiveness. 

It has been good to meet again with the children after the enforced two year 
break. We have contact with over 45 families—some sadly haven’t reconnected 
but there have also been some new faces. Please pray for a good response to 
Holiday Club invitations which will go out next month. 

Sheila Cook 

Christian Aid
Gael Nuttal, the Presbytery Convener of the Church & Nations Committee, 
attended the Christian Aid Gathering on Zoom in February. Three guest 
speakers talked about the work that is being undertaken by Christian Aid in 
South Sudan, Zimbabwe and Afghanistan. It became apparent on listening to 
them that the issues that are on-going are still very much to the fore in these 
three places—bureaucratic impediments, in the shape of governments, 
conflicts, people displacement (it is estimated that there are 2.3 million 
Sudanese refugees), famine, sanctions placed by other countries and 
struggling economies.  

But today aggravating all these issues and making life even more difficult there 
is also Covid-19 and climate change. Christian Aid’s work has for a long time 
included providing food, shelter and protection within these countries. Now 
they must also share Covid-19 hygiene procedures to try to prevent infections 
rising, introduce vaccination programmes with vaccines donated from other 
countries and also teach people how to adapt their farming methods to climate 
change, with flash floods wiping away the soil in which crops can grow and 
then months of drought and hot temperatures. Tom Colley reported that in 
Afghanistan, with bank accounts frozen and salaries going unpaid there is a 
surge in extreme poverty. Some families are selling their children in the hope 
that they will have a better life with another family.   

Christian Aid followers and supporters were thanked for all their donations 
which go towards all this work in countries all over the world.   

A reminder was given of how we can give to the work of Christian Aid in 
Christian Aid Week which runs from 15-21 May 2022. 

• Donation envelopes 
• E envelopes  
• Christian Aid paper quiz  



Many people from churches throughout Scotland shared with those present 
how they had raised funds last year for the work of Christian Aid—kilt walks, 
cycle rides, water bucket challenges. 

Gael is going to undertake the 300,000 step challenge in May for Christian Aid. 
This equates to 10,000 steps a day. Do you feel you could do this too? Either 
individually or collectively counting your steps together? Join Gael if you can 
and help the work of Christian Aid.   

A flier advised us of the 2022 Sale for Christian Aid. St Andrew’s and St 
George’s West Church at 13 George Street in Edinburgh are having a sale on 
Saturday 14th May 2022 and Monday 16th through to Friday 20th May 2022. 

They are looking to collect:- 
• Books of every kind 
• Paintings (Drawings or Prints) 
• Antiques (Collectables, Linen) 
• Printed Ephemera (Scottish, Sporting, Theatrical, Catalogues, 

Programmes, Albums [autographs or scraps], Playing cards, Cigarette 
cards, Maps, Travel &Tourist material [Especially vintage] 

• Stamps and Postcards 
• Records (CD’s, DVD’s) 
• Toys (Games, Jigsaws) 

We hope to collect some of these wanted items at Teviot and St Mary’s & Old 
and transport them up to Edinburgh. 

If you feel that you have anything suitable to donate, please contact Pat 
Sutherland on 07884968556 or email rasutherland@tiscali.co.uk 

Gael Nuttal 
Presbytery Convener of the Church & Nations Committee 

[Note from the Editor: WHO on 16th April reported 239 deaths from Covid per week 
on the continent of Africa which has a population of around 1.4 billion. A missionary 
friend’s newsletter from Uganda written in April says: “Currently there are no covid 
cases in any of the hospitals in Uganda.” Much to give thanks for.]  

mailto:rasutherland@tiscali.co.uk


SU holidays
Last month one of our Megamixers, Matthew (in the 
blue jacket) went to the Scripture Union Borders 
Primary Weekend at Scoughall near North Berwick. He 
was the only one from Hawick but he soon made new 
friends and reported that he had an AMAZING time! 
There are Scripture Union holidays running right 
through the summer for young people in P5-S6. 
Check out the website to see what’s available.  
SU Holidays | SU Holidays

Treasurer’s report
I'm pleased to report that Teviot and Roberton ended the year 2021 with a 
surplus of income over expenditure of £5868. 

That outcome was very much affected by the ongoing Covid situation. The 
whole pattern of congregational giving has changed. The traditional method of 
giving by weekly Freewill Offering envelopes has been fading away over the 
two years of Covid restrictions and has been replaced by a very large number 
of direct debits and online payments. Income from these and other donations 
in 2021 amounted to £51,659, compared to £47,458 in 2020, although a 
better comparison might be with 2019 when donations achieved £51,130. We 
seem to have weathered the dip caused by Covid and regained the previous 
level. 

Included in these donation figures is the amount reclaimed from HMRC for Gift 
Aided sums. The income under this heading was £9215 in 2020, £8878 in 2021 
and will be shown as £9721 in this year's accounts. This figure is shown as an 
Asset in the 2021 accounts. The importance of receiving this repayment from 
HMRC cannot be overemphasised, and I must therefore continue to encourage 
members of the congregation who pay tax to Gift Aid their donations. 

I would draw members' attention to two other items under Receipts. Payments 
by groups who use the premises has of course fallen drastically in recent 
years. In 2018 £1992, in 2019 £2800, in 2020 £800, and in 2021 £75. As 

https://www.suholidays.org.uk/


Treasurer, I can only hope that groups become able once more to use our 
buildings as in the past and that this again becomes a useful income stream, 
as well as a benefit to the community. Secondly I want to pay particular tribute 
to Ron and Pat Sutherland who took the initiative to sell unwanted items which 
had been languishing in our cellars—stacking chairs, sinks, lamps have all 
moved on to have a useful life elsewhere, and in the process brought in £422. 

On the other side of the equation, expenditure fell from £49,930 to £46,171. 
No single category shows extreme change. Fabric repairs and maintenance fell 
a little from £6429 to £5725, and the bulk of this was for necessary electrical 
work at both Teviot and at Roberton. Sadly the drop in 'Other Staffing Costs' 
reflects fewer visits by our organist Dave Mackay because of Covid constraints. 

The healthy financial balance which I am reporting is reflected in an increase in 
our reserves and in the market value of our investments. 

I want to express my gratitude to Angela Blake, our Gift Aid Convenor, for her 
invaluable help in obtaining the repayments from HMRC, and to Scott 
Ballantyne, Property Convenor, for his meticulous attention to detail in the 
maintenance of the Teviot and Roberton buildings and of our Manse. Scott and 
I have worked most co-operatively together for many years and it is because 
of his care that we have been able to budget for necessary repairs and 
improvements and still find ourselves in the healthy financial situation which I 
have just reported. 

Ron Smith 
Congregational Treasurer 

5th April 2022 

Lunch@SMOP 

We are looking forward to relaunching Lunch @ SMOP on Friday 27th May, 
12-1pm at St Mary’s & Old Parish Church Hall. 

This will be a soup and sandwich lunch with tea/coffee & goodies to follow  

It is a great opportunity to come together and enjoy each other’s company—
and also sample some delicious homemade soup! It would be lovely to see you 
there. Come on your own and enjoy some company or bring others along to 
enjoy time together. All are welcome—not just members of the church. 
Transport can possibly be arranged if required. As usual, there will be a bowl 
for donations to cover the cost of the lunch. 
We are rebuilding the team after our 2-year break and could do with more 
helpers (from SMOP or Teviot). This wouldn’t need to be every month—
hopefully we will have enough folk to work out a rota. We need people to help 
on the day to make soup and sandwiches, set tables, serve, do dishes and also 
people who could do some baking at home.  



If you would like to be involved in any way please speak to Sheila Cook as 
soon as possible. 

For your diary: Lunch @ SMOP 
Friday 27th May, 12-1pm: Soup & Sandwich Lunch 
Friday 24th June, 12-1pm: Soup & Sweet Lunch 

 

Church contacts 
Minister: Rev Alistair Cook, The Manse, 4 Heronhill Close, Hawick TD9 9RA 
(378175, 07802 616352). Day off Mondays, except for emergencies. 
Session Clerk: Pat Sutherland (375150) rasutherland@tiscali.co.uk 
Safeguarding Officer: Daniele Friell (01450 880625) 
Treasurer: Ron Smith (379973) rhs@ellistrin.com (Please make all cheques 
payable to: Hawick Teviot & Roberton Parish Church) 
Magazine Editor: Jo Maybury (375750) joannemaybury@googlemail.com 
Church website: http://www.smop-tero.org.uk 
Church Facebook page: @SMOPTERO (under the name “St Mary’s & Old 
Parish Church linked with Teviot & Roberton Parish Church)  
Teviot and Roberton, Church of Scotland. Registered Charities SC005574 & 
SC005191 





St Mary’s & Old Parish Church linked with 
Teviot & Roberton Parish Church 

Worship May and 2022  

The live-streamed services from Teviot can be found at  
https://teviot.online.church 

Date Service Teviot
& live-
stream

St 
Mary’s 

R’ton Theme

8 May Morning worship 9.45am 11.15am Revelation 7:1-8 
Sealing of God’s servants 

15 May Morning worship 9.45am 11.15am Revelation 7:9-17 
The great multitude 

22 May Morning worship 
Rev Douglas Nicol

9.45am 11.15am

29 May United Communion 
service 

United Communion 
service

11.15am

6pm

Revelation 8:1-5 
The seventh seal 

Revelation 8:1-5 
The seventh seal 

5 June Kirking of the 
Cornet 

Pentecost Sunday 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Café style service
6pm

11am

1 Corinthians 5:9-13 
Who we mix with

12 June South Grouping 
service 

11am Trinity Church

19 June Morning worship 
St Mary’s Stated Annual 

Meeting 
after service  

Roberton 
Communion

9.45am 11.15am

3pm

Acts 18:23-28  
Paul’s 3rd missionary journey 

begins 

26 June Morning worship 
Baptism at St Mary’s

9.45am 11.15am Acts 19:1-7 
Paul in Ephesus: 
Christian baptism


